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Stuart Wolf, Principal November 2018 

We are all concerned about safety, both at school and at home.  October was 
Fire Safety Month and firefighters from the Eighth Utilities District came to 
Waddell to emphasize the importance of fire safety to our children.  They also 
gave the students important information about what to do in any kind of 
emergency.  

We hold regular fire drills and lockdown drills so we know what to do in the 
event of an emergency at school.  We talk about emergency procedures and 
do the best we can to make sure everyone is prepared. 

Another area where safety is always emphasized is when students walk to and 
from school.  During the first week of school we sent a letter home to all of 
our families reviewing safety precautions that we felt were important for all 
students and parents to remember.  Sometimes as we get involved in the 
busy daily routines of school and work, these precautions are forgotten.  Here 
is a reminder: 

 Do not talk to strangers or get into strange vehicles. 

 If you are a bus student, be sure to stand well back from the street 
while waiting at the bus stop. 

 Always follow all of the bus safety rules. 

 When walking to or from school, walk with a buddy. 

 Look both ways before crossing streets.   

 Cross the street where there is a crossing guard.  (Parents, please 
emphasize to your children how dangerous it is to cross Oakland 
St. without using the crossing guard.)   

 Do not take “shortcuts” to school.  Cutting through the woods can 
be very dangerous if an accident should occur. 

 Walk directly to school and directly home.  Do not take detours or 
stop at stores. 

Regular reminders both at school and at home will help keep our children safe. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6th  IS ELECTION DAY (There is no school.). 

BE SURE TO VOTE!
Stuart Wolf  , Principal      
Aisha Florez, Assistant Principal 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

--------

Mrs. Aisha Florez 
Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054

aflorez@mpspride.org 

--------

Ms. Theresa Brown 
Secretary 

(860) 647—3392

--------

Mrs. Carol Walker 
Nurse 

(860) 647-3394
--------

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398
Social Worker

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398
Social Worker

--------

Cafeteria 
(860) 647-3396

--------

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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Waddell November Calendar 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 

No 

School 

7 
KF Lunch 

Bunch (Clare) 

1:20— 1:55 

8 
1st Grade-

Lunch Bunch 

(Carabillo) 

12:10-12:40 

9 10 

11 12 

No 

School 

13 
1st Grade-

Lunch Bunch 

(Dalton/

Medynski) 

12:10-12:40 

14 
Early Release 

@ 1:17 for 

conferences 

Butterbraid 

& Pies             

Delivered 

15 
Early Release 

@ 1:17 for 

conferences 

16 
Early Release 

@ 1:17 for 

conferences 

TURKEY 

BINGO 

6:00 & 7:30 

17 

18 19 20 
1st Grade-

Lunch Bunch 

(Beauregard/

Dalton)      

12:10-12:40 

21 
Early Release 

@ 1:17 for 

conferences 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 
1st Grade-

Lunch Bunch 

(Medynski)      

12:10-12:40 

PTA     

MEETING 

6:00 

28 
1st Grade-

Lunch Bunch 

(Swan/

Watson)      

12:10-12:40 

29 30  

NO SCHOOL—THANKSGIVING BREAK 
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Kindergarten: 
Language Arts 

Do your kids come home talking about the characters, setting, and problem of the story?    Students 

are having fun reading!  During shared reading lessons, students are exposed to many teaching ob-

jectives using fiction and non-fiction texts. 

 Using prior knowledge to make and adjust predictions 

 Using repetitive language patterns to predict what might happen next 

 Identifying characters (What the character is doing, saying, and feeling) 

 Identifying setting (location, season, and time of day) 

 Making inferences 

 Retelling simple text/ Summarizing 

 Cause & Effect 

 Visualization 

 Fluency 

 

Readers Workshop 

“We Are Readers”  Readers are continuing to read non-fiction books.  Students are learning that 

when they reread a book they can learn more about the author’s message (what the author is trying 

to teach them).  Readers are not only reading the picture, they will also learn to notice the words in 

their texts and think about what they might say.  During November, we will be moving into unit 2 

where the children will learn all about their reading Super Powers!! 

 

Writer’s Workshop  

“We Are All Writers”  Writers are learning how to write all they know about a topic beyond a single 

page.  As students are ready, they will label their pictures by writing beginning sounds or by stretch-

ing out the sounds they hear to write a word. 

 

Math                                

1,2,3 WHAT NUMBER DO YOU SEE?  In Math, we have been exploring our sense of numbers us-

ing fun filled activities.  Our Kindergarten classrooms are using a variety of tools to understand num-

bers.  Play Dough   Dice   Games    Songs     Ten Frames    BOOKS 

Students need to be able to  

                     *Count objects to 20      *Say numbers in order to 100 

*Pair objects with a number     *Compare groups of objects    *Write numbers 0-20       

Number Practice for home:  Write the numerals 1-20 on index cards.  Have your child name the nu-

meral.  Then ask your child to place that number of pennies, buttons, cereal, etc. on the card.  Ask 

your child to compare 2 numbers using greater than, less than, or equal to.  In addition, shuffle the 

index cards and have your child place them in correct numerical order.  
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
Other News:  
Our trip to Foster Farm was Falltastic! What a great place to explore hands on, the signs of fall.  

How does a pumpkin grow?  Why are all the leaves turning orange, yellow, and red?  We hope our 

field trip and classroom lessons inspire your child to have conversations like these questions at 

home.  

The students also learned about fire safety with a little help from our local Eighth Utilities Fire De-

partment.  The firefighters conducted an outdoor demonstration on how real life fire equipment is 

used to help keep us safe. 

Please practice the following routines with your child:  

 Teach your child to zip/button/tie his or her jacket, pants, or shoes.   

 Review and empty your child’s school work from his/her folder daily.   

 Remember to send in a note to excuse your child’s absence. 

First Grade:  
 First graders have been working really hard and are learning a lot of interesting things.  In Reader’s Work-

shop, students are continuing to read independently and will be reading in small “guided reading groups” 

and working cooperatively in literacy centers. We have been teaching the children to think about the book 

cover, pictures and story line to make good predictions while reading.  The focus has also been on learn-

ing to decode and spell words by saying and writing one sound at a time, working on punctuation and 

short vowels.    

 

  In Math Workshop, we will continue working on addition and subtrac-

tion facts, and counting on to add.  We now have a separate time to work 

on fact fluency (math facts).  We began working with manipulatives to understand strategies beginning 

with plus and minus one. We will continue to build on mastering facts from 0-10 and becoming exposed 

to facts up to twenty.  

 

 In Writer's Workshop, writers meet for a mini-lesson with the class and then they are given the opportuni-

ty to practice the skills they learned. Teachers are then able to conference with students as they are writ-

ing. The first of the three units is called small moments. Small moments are things that you do or that 

have happened to you.  Some examples are: tripping outside, or the doorbell ringing at home. Writers then 

take this small moment and stretch it out across three pages. Ask your writer what they have written about 

in their writer’s folders.  

 

 In Social Thinking, we are learning about hidden rules and expected and unexpected behaviors. We use 

story books with pirates, music and other fun activities. Our goal is to adapt our behaviors to keep others 

feeling comfortable and having good thoughts about sharing space with us, which ultimately keeps us 

feeling comfortable too. 

We wish you all a wonderful fall season – and hope you have time to enjoy the beautiful colors, the nice weather and some 

favorite fall activities together. 
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Second Grade:  
The second grade teachers have completed an individual assessment with each student to determine their cur-
rent reading level.  We have now grouped together students with similar needs for guided/strategy reading 
groups. Students are learning strategies to use before, during, and after reading.  Students are previewing their 
“just right” books to decide how the book should be read. What will the characters sound like? They are also 
practicing running their eyes across the words on the page to scoop up larger phrases to increase reading flu-
ency.  These strategies will improve understanding of the text. 
 

Second graders are also busy with our Words Their Way Program.  Words Their Way provides a systematic 
and explicit approach to reading and spelling with phonics. Students are applying these strategies to under-
stand new words in the stories they read. 
 

Students are learning how to write small moment stories with a beginning, middle, and end.  Students are 
learning how to magnify their small moment with powerful words and imagery to make their stories more in-
teresting to read. They have also begun learning to edit their stories for grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
We will be publishing our stories soon! 
 

In Math, the students are reviewing the concepts of addition and subtraction. Students have been learning dif-
ferent strategies to fluently add and subtract numbers within 20. Students are practicing strategies such as 
doubles, near doubles and how to make ten. We will have timed 0 – 20 addition and subtraction fact 
tests.  The facts should be mastered by May. The children also will have many opportunities to apply and ex-
tend their understanding of the two operations as they solve a variety of word problems. 
 

October was Fire Safety Month. Students learned about how to stay safe dur ing a fire.  Here is a list of 
fire prevention strategies: 

 In the event of a fire:  Get out fast!  Crawl so that you will be under  the smoke.  Yell, “Fire, Fire!” 
to alert others.  Test each door  with the back of your  hand before at-
tempting to open it. 

 

 What to do if your clothing catches fire:  Stop and shout, 
“Help!”  Drop to the floor  and cover  your  face.  Roll around to put 
out the flames. 

 

 Be Prepared:  Install smoke detectors and be sure to check them every 
month.  Plan a fire escape route and practice it with your family.  Agree 
on an outside meeting place.  Remember to call 911! 

 

 About matches and lighters:  Stay away from matches and lighters.  If 
you see matches or a lighter, tell an adult. 

 
 
F.Y.I.  Homework 

Parents, please be sure that your child is reading and practicing their math facts at home every night.  They 
may choose to read by themselves, with a sibling or parent, or with someone special. Find a comfortable place 
to read where they will be able to concentrate on their story.  Students should keep a piece of paper and a pen-
cil near them so they can write down words they don’t know or things they want to talk about when done 
reading. (Stop & Jot) Remember, the more students read, the smarter they will be!! 
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Third Grade: 

Reading-Unit 1: Building a Reading Life 

In our reading unit, we are focused on expanding our individual reading strengths by reading as if 

books are gold and experiencing reading as an enjoyable experience and not a task. In order to enjoy read-

ing, students are finding books that are within their reading level and allowed ample time to enjoy the expe-

rience of reading either independently or with the company of partners. As students keep track of their 

reading with their daily log, together we can track progress and set goals to increase reading stamina and 

grow as readers. Each grade 3 classroom has a bountiful library of books. Each class also has the opportunity 

to choose books from the school library. These library experiences allow our students to understand where 

to find books and share them with friends to enjoy.  

     While enjoying reading, we will focus on checking for comprehension to make sure that stories 

make sense and to use problem solving strategies when the meaning breaks down. Students will be encour-

aged to ask themselves self- monitoring questions and follow story clues to understand meaning and to 

tackle pronunciation of words while reading, through lots of teacher modeling. 

To make higher level predictions, students will learn to use common story structure, clues about 

what has already happened, and the previous actions of the characters in the story into account. They must 

also be able to support their predictions with these pieces of information orally and in writing.  

Students have also been studying hard about the components of a quality summary/retelling. They 

know to include a description of the main character and the big problem when summing up the story. Next, 

they are practicing being able to tell the main events in order, while leaving out all of the interesting but un-

important details. Lastly, they are becoming able to tell about how the solution to the problem was reached, 

how the characters changed in the story, or even the 

lesson that the author intended on teaching to wrap 

up their summary. 

 

Writing- Unit 1: Crafting True Stories 

 Our third graders have been truly transforming 

themselves as writers already this year. After brain-

storming and listing small moments/memories from 

their real lives, they have truly started developing their writing voices by grabbing the reader’s interest with 

an entertaining lead, telling their story bit-by-bit, and stretching the main event by adding in dialogue, sen-

sory details, and feelings/thoughts. Don’t be surprised if your scholar starts using colorful language in every-

day conversations at home, because they are getting lots of practice every day at school. 

 Aside from these skills, our writers are beginning to organize their writing with paragraphs, writing 

long and filling pages with their stories, and using strategies to tackle more complex and descriptive vocabu-

lary. We are all excited to show what we have learned on our upcoming district writing prompt! 
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Third Grade Continued: 
Mathematics- Unit 1: Understanding Multiplication and Division 

In mathematics, our third graders are exploring the new territory of multiplication and division. In 

multiplication we have learned that we can combine equal groups to make a total. We have also been learn-

ing the many ways to represent that action, such as repeated addition, arrays, and jumps on a number line. 

In class, we have been using learning tools and patterns to help us understand and analyze our multiplica-

tion work. 

From there, we have introduced division as sharing a total of items equally into groups or the inverse 

of multiplication. We have represented division in arrays, jumps backward on a number line and repeated 

subtraction.                                               

Social Emotional Learning- Unit 1: Social Detective 

In our first unit, we have become social detectives, noticing our thoughts about what other people 

do and say and wondering how what we do and say affects the thoughts of others. We have also talked 

about expected versus unexpected behaviors in various situations, in and out of school, and how they cause 

comfortable/uncomfortable feelings for those around us. 

Beyond that, we have discussed behaviors for learning like having your body in the group, whole body listen-

ing, and having a shared thought bubble. Please feel free to talk about these concepts at home and use this 

common language when practicing social detective work at home!  

Fourth Grade: 
October was very busy for fourth grade! We continued with our Reader’s Workshop and students are analyz-

ing characters to identify their traits and feelings. Students have built their stamina and are now reading for longer 

periods of time! Please make sure students are reading at least 20 minutes every night. 

Ask your child how they are enjoying Tiger Rising!   

 In Writing, students are working on their personal narratives. We have come up with ide-

as, developed characters, and plotted a story line.   

Ask your child what their story is about!   

In Math, we have finished our second topic on adding and subtracting with larger num-

bers.  Our next topic will be multiplying and dividing multi-digit numbers by one-digit numbers.  

Knowing the basic facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) will be very important moving forward.  

Please continue to have students practice these basic facts at home.  Students can practice using flashcards as well as 

online through MobyMax.com or Xtramath.org.   

Have your child show off some of the strategies they have learned! 

In Social Thinking, students are still working on being “social detectives” and using their tool box (their eyes, 

ears, brain and heart) to think about how others feel based on their own actions or words. We have also been talking 

about how these actions and words create ‘social memories’ - lasting impressions on the people around us.   

Ask your child what they have been doing to create positive social memories!   
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Fourth Grade Continued: 
Chorus sessions have started.  Students have been meeting once every six day rotation.  Have your 

child sing one of the songs they do at chorus. 

We hope that you and your child have had a great start to fourth grade. Please feel free to contact us 

at any time. Our emails are listed below! We look forward to seeing you at conferences in November.  

 

Miss Golino tgolino@mpspride.org  Mrs. Krolikowski Kaitlyn.Krolikowski@mpspride.org 

Mrs. Gatmaitan b25rgatm@mpspride.org Miss Beaulieu dbeau@mpspride.org 

Miss Ginn b47jginn@mpspride.org  Mrs. Blundo rbrini@mpspride.org  

Art News 
October happenings from the Art room with  

Mrs. Nelson 

Students and I are still getting to know one another and the routines of the classroom. 

I enjoy sitting at the tables and chatting with students as they work.  This helps me get to 
know the students and assist them as needed. 
 

I thought I would share my classroom expectations that are displayed and 
encouraged daily.   
1.  Listen and follow directions 

2.  Stay in your seats and raise you hand 

3.  Be kind. 
 
Kindergarten: 
Kindergarten has continued to work on getting to know the art room, coloring, shapes, 
cutting and gluing.  That is a lot to work on for tiny hands but they are doing great! They 
bring so much excitement to the room and I love it.  The first was identifying colors and 
shapes, then cutting and gluing them out to create a person-Whew!! 

First Grade: 
I introduced first grade to the color wheel, elements of art and artist Piet Mondrian.  This 
lesson 

Used: 
LINES: horizontal and vertical                            
SHAPES: squares and rectangles 

TEXTURE: thick black lines 

COLOR:  primary-red, blue and yellow  

 

Second Grade: 

mailto:tgolino@mpspride.org
mailto:Kaitlyn.Krolikowski@mpspride.org
mailto:b25rgatm@mpspride.org
mailto:dbeau@mpspride.org
mailto:b47jginn@mpspride.org
mailto:rbrini@mpspride.org
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Art News Continued... 

Third Grade: 
Third grade also got into the spirit of the  fall 
season by drawing these fabulous pumpkins! 

They learned how to use curved lines, have pumpkins overlapping one another as 

well as the use of color value of orange-darkest to lightest to add dimension to 

these pumpkins.  

Fourth Grade: 
Besides cooler temperatures and falling leaves, the fall also means Fire Prevention awareness. 
The district fire department has all fourth graders create a fire prevention poster to encourage students and 
their families to discuss and practice fire safety.  Winners will also receive a prize and artwork will be dis-
played on a calendar. Hopefully Waddell will have another winner like last year! 

 
Please ask your child (ren) what they  worked on in art this week. I often keep our bigger projects until report card times 
and  will then send them home. You can then encourage a conversation by saying things like: 
*Tell me about this... *What title would you give this picture? Why? 
*What  materials did you use? *What is your favorite part?Why? 
These questions show your child you are interested and these open-ended questions create higher order critical thinking skills-
Win Win!! 

    Music News 

Hello Waddell Families, 

This past month your children have been learning and experiencing music in many different ways.  In 
every grade we have been working on singing voices and rhythmic patterns. 

 
In honor of Hispanic Heritage month we have been listening to and exploring Spanish mu-
sic: 
 Kindergartners and Grade One enjoyed singing and moving to “Los Pollitos” and “Mi 

Cuerpo”.   
 
 Grade Two learned a song called “El Coqui” about a frog.   
 
 Grade Three listened to a book about Celia Cruz and enjoyed moving to her music.   
 
 Grade Four learned about Tito Puente and played a cup game to “Oye Como Va”. 
 
Grade Four students started chorus this month and have been practicing warm up exercises and break-
ing into two parts.  They are just starting to learn music for our winter vocal concert which will take 
place in December. 
 
Kindergarten through grade three have also started working on their concert songs, as all grades will 
be included in the winter concert!!  Keep your eyes open for concert information which will be coming 
out next month! 
 
Musically, 
Nicole Dickinson 
Lisa Kerkin-Bundy 
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November Fitness Calendar 

 

Please continue to remind scholars to wear sneakers on gym days.  Students are currently 
finishing a soccer unit and will be moving into a fitness unit.    

-Mr. Dziavit & Mrs. Bianchi 
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STEM News 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners have continued exploring matter this month, carefully ob-
serving and describing objects according to their properties. We explored the 
senses of hearing, smell and touch using one sense at a time to identify ob-
jects. We also have been learning to count, compare, and build with solids 
using the senses of sight and touch. In the process, we practiced working in 
teams, sharing materials and communicating with each other about our ob-

servations. Ask your student about their 5 senses, and why we never use the sense of taste in STEM class. 

 

Grade 1 

First graders have been learning about light and shadows. We discovered that it IS possible to move the 
shadow of something that doesn’t move (like a statue)! Through our discovery of light and shadows, we have 
identified the sun as our main light source on Earth and have discussed how it changes positions throughout 
the day. We’ve explored the ways we can manipulate light; such as color and direction. Ask your student 
how shadows change over the course of a day. 
 

Grade 2 

Just like our kindergarteners, second graders have been studying matter. The focus in this grade, however, 
has been from an engineering perspective. We have been learning that engineers need to understand the 
properties of materials so they can choose the right ones for the job.  With this in mind, we compared ice 
breakers to typical boats. The engineers who design ice breakers have to understand the properties of ice so 
they would know how to build a boat to break it. Second graders investigated properties of ice as well, focus-
ing on how we can make it change from a solid to a liquid. Ask your student what they did to make their ice 
balloon melt. 
 
Grade 3 

Third grade scientists have been studying about the diversity of organisms on our planet and how they inter-
act with the environment and each other. Students were able to explore real life examples while they visited 
the Audubon Society in Glastonbury. Students checked out three different habitats (field, forest, and pond) 
while comparing their differences and the organisms that live in each. Ask your student about how we classi-
fied dinosaurs as reptiles. 
 

Grade 4 

Fourth graders have started learning about how we see things around us. We started off this unit by learning 
how light travels. Students drew a model in their notebooks of light traveling in a straight line and reflecting 
off the object, which then travels back into our eye. Fourth graders were challenged to use mirrors and tubes 
of paper to get light to bounce off the mirrors to hit 
a target. Ask your student how they were able to use 
the mirrors to get the light to an object. 
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